96 PART II: ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN WRITING SYSTEMS 



Hebrew continued to be written with the linear Hebrew abjad during the 
exilic period (597-539 b.c.e.), when it was gradually replaced by a form of the Ar- 
amaic script. The older ("linear") Hebrew abjad remained in intermittent use, nation- 
alistically or religiously motivated, until 135 c.E.; during this later phase it is called 
Paleo-Hebrew script. This abjad is the basis of the Samaritan script, which emerged 
during the first century b.c.e. and is still used for religious purposes. Post-biblical He- 
brew scripts, the Jewish (also called square or Assyrian) scripts, develop from the ex- 
ilic, Aramaic script (section 46). 
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table 5.4: Northern Linear Monumental Scripts (Garbini 1979, fig. 5/* 
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a. Col. XII, Siloam inscription, Hebrew; col. XIII, Hebrew seals; col. XIV, Mesha inscription, 
Moabite; col. XV, Ammonite script; col. XVI, Hasmonean coins and Abba inscription, 2nd- 
1 st c. b.c. e., "Paleo-Hebrew" script. 
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table 5.5: Scripts Derived from Aramaic Script (Garbini 1979, fig. 7) a 
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a. Col. XVII, Hebrew square script; col. XVIII, Palmyrene script; col. XIX, Nabatean script; 
col. XX, Ancient Arabic script. 



THE WORLD'S 
WRITING SYSTEMS 



Peter T. Daniels 



